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BOROUGH  OF  EASTLEIGH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937. 

The  report  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  in  circular  1650  of  the  4th  October,  1937,  and  the 
information  is  a record  of  the  alterations,  improvements  and  develop- 
ments which  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

An  outstanding  event  which  occurred  during  the  year  was  the 
establishment  of  a Spanish  Refugee  Camp  within  the  Borough.  The 
Camp  was  in  existence  for  about  four  months  and  caused  a great  deal 
of  extra  work  to  the  Health  Department.  A detailed  statement  of 
the  action  taken  has  been  included  in  this  report. 

The  programme  of  reconditioning  the  working  class  houses  in 
the  district  is  proceeding  systematically  and  details  of  the  repair  work 
will  be  found  in  Section  IV.  of  the  report. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  REYNOLDS  GARRETT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  . 6,320  Acres 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  1937)  25,810 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1937  7>5ii 

Rateable  Value  (ist  April,  1937)  £180,466 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (ist  April,  1937)  £752 


Chief  Industries. 

(a)  The  Building  and  Repairing  of  Railway  Rolling  Stock. 

(b)  The  Manufacture  of  Electric  Cables. 

(c)  Printing. 

Extent  of  Unemployment. 

The  estimated  weekly  average  of  unemployment  was  approxi- 
mately 250  persons. 


Vital  Statistics. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

potal  

227 

201 

428 

Live  Births  < Legitimate 

223 

195 

418 

Illegitimate 

4 

6 

10 

f Total  

4 

8 

12 

Still  Births -(  Legitimate 

4 

8 

12 

L Illegitimate 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants 

17.8 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Birth  rate  for  towns  of  25,000  to 

50,000 

14.69 

inhabitants 

15-67 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births 

28.03 

Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

From  all  Causes 

162 

125 

287 

Death  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants 

II. I 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Death  rate  for  towns  of  25,000  to 

50,000 

12.4 

inhabitants 

II. 9 

Modified  death  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants 

(C.F.  i.oo)  

II. 9 

5 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth  : — 


Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil. 


Total  Nil. 

Death  rate  per  i,ooo  (live  and  still  births)  Nil. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  6.22 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

M.  F.  Total. 

Total  16  4 20 

Legitimate  16  3 19 

Illegitimate  Nil.  i i 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  40.*; 

For  England  and  Wales  58 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  45.4 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 100 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  i 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  12 

,,  ,,  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Cancer  35 

,,  ,,  Influenza  9 

,,  ,,  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  20 
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SECTION  11. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

See  page  2 of  this  report. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Winchester  carries  out  all  the 
laboratory  work  of  the  Borough  including  bacteriological  examinations 
in  connection  with  infectious  diseases,  bacteriological  examinations 
and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples  and  bacteriological  and 
phosphatase  examination  of  milk. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

A motor  ambulance  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  provided 
and  kept  at  the  Borough  isolation  hospital. 

For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a motor  ambulance 
is  provided  jointly  by  the  Borough  Council  and  a voluntary  hospital 
committee.  It  is  kept  at  the  Town  Hall  and  provided  free  by  the 
Borough  Council  for  accidents,  sudden  emergency  and  maternity 
cases,  other  cases  paying  according  to  schedule  of  charges  laid  down. 

4.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

A Sister  and  four  district  nurses  supported  entirely  by  voluntary 
subscriptions  and  working  under  the  directions  of  the  medical 
practitioners  are  available  for  the  Borough.  In  Chandler’s  Ford  there 
is  an  additional  nurse,  supported  partly  by  voluntary  subscriptions 
and  partly  by  grants,  for  maternity  cases. 

Eight  certified  midwives  are  practising  in  the  Borough.  None 
are  employed  or  subsidized  by  the  Borough  Council. 

No  provision  is  made  for  nursing  cases  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  home. 

5.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  County  Council  has  provided  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics,  chiefly  consultant,  also  Dental,  Orthopaedic  and  Tuberculosis 
Clinics  in  the  Borough,  and  has  arranged  Venereal  Clinics  at  South- 
ampton and  Winchester. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Borough. 

There  is  a Ray  Therapy  Clinic  run  by  the  District  Nurses  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sister.  This  is  supported  by  subscriptions 
and  small  charges  to  the  patients. 
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6.  Hospitals  : Public  and  Voluntary. 

An  isolation  hospital  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  provided 
by  the  Borough  Council.  The  accommodation  is  12  beds  in  permanent 
buildings.  It  is  situated  at  Fryern  Hill,  Chandler's  Ford. 

No  hospital  for  cases  of  small  pox  is  provided  in  the  area. 
Accommodation  for  these  cases  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Sanatoria  for  tuberculosis  patients  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council  at  Bishopstoke  and  Chandler’s  Ford. 

A few  beds  for  maternity  cases  have  been  reserved  at  Winchester 
Hospital  by  the  County  Council,  the  patients  paying  fees  when  able. 

There  is  no  children’s  hospital  in  the  Borough.  A voluntary 
children’s  hospital  situated  at  Southampton  frequently  accepts  cases 
from  the  Borough. 

Other  hospitals,  are  two  well  equipped  General  Hospitals  at 
Southampton  and  Winchester,  and  an  Eye  Hospital  at  Southampton 
which  give  their  services  to  patients  from  the  Borough. 

7.  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  is  one  nursing  home,  which  takes  in  maternity  cases, 
in  the  Borough. 

8.  Maternal  Mortality. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  investigation 
of  maternal  deaths  and  cases  of  puerperal  fever  by  the  County 
Authority. 

9.  Byelaws. 

Byelaws  are  in  force  within  the  Borough  with  respect  to  : — 


Date  of 
Adoption. 

Nuisances  24-  8-1893 

Offensive  Trades  24-  8-1893 

Common  Lodging  Houses  24-  8-1893 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Footpaths  22-  3-1894 

Slaughterhouses 24-  8-1893 

Cemetery  28-  7-1921 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  27-  7-1922 

Hackney  Carriages  23-10-1924 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  28-  4-1934 

Good  Rule  and  Government  of  the  Borough  13-12-1937 


SECTION  III. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  by  CHARLES  E.  JAMES,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.L, 
M.R.I.P.H.H.,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  comprises  Sections  HI., 
IV.  and  V.  of  this  Report,  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  District,  Housing,  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
respectively. 


(a)  Water. 

Eastleigh  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Southampton  Corpor- 
ation Waterworks  and  I am  indebted  to  J.  Hawksley,  Esq.,  B.Sc. 
(Waterworks  Engineer  and  Manager)  for  the  following  information. 

The  water  is  derived  from  wells  in  the  upper  chalk  at  Twyford 
and  Otterbourne  and  is  softened  and  sterilised  at  the  pumping  stations 
before  being  delivered  to  the  service  reservoirs.  The  raw  water, 
as  obtained  from  the  wells,  is  a typical  chalk  water,  clear  and  bright 
in  appearance,  free  from  solid  matter  in  suspension,  and  having  a 
total  hardness  of  about  i6  degrees  Clark's  scale.  The  water  is  softened 
by  means  of  the  “ Haines  " process  which  consists  in  the  addition 
of  lime  to  the  water,  followed  by  a short  period  of  sedimentation  after 
which  the  water  is  decanted  and  passed  through  cloth  filters. 

Sterilisation  plant,  consisting  of  chlorinators  and  ammoniators, 
has  been  installed  at  each  pumping  station,  and  all  water  before  pumped 
to  supply,  is  subjected,  as  a matter  of  precaution,  to  chloramine 
treatment. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  is  carried  out  every 
week  by  the  Southampton  Borough  Analyst  and  the  supply  is  main- 
tained at  a high  degree  of  bacterial  purity. 
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The  following  figures  are  from  recent  chemical  analyses  of  the 
water  : — 

Chemical  Characters. 

Parts  per 
100,000 

Total  Solids  20.2 

Loss  upon  Ignition  2.3 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  {a)  0.0002 

(b)  0.009 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (a)  0.0005 

{b)  0.0008 

Chlorine  (Cl.)  combined  1.4 

Sodium  Chloride  (Na.  Cl.)  2.3 

Nitrates  Absent 

Nitrates  (N.)  0.33 

Sulphates  (SO3)  0.75 

Phosphates Absent 

Lead  Absent 

Iron  Absent 

Reaction  (pH)  8.5 

{Permanent  5.0 

Temporary  7.5 

Total  12.5 

Clark’s  Scale 

{Permanent  3.5° 

Temporary  5-25° 

Total  8.75° 

Note. — Ammonia  Results.  (a)  Before  Chloramine  treatment. 

{b)  After  Chloramine  treatment. 

During  the  year  7 samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  wells 
and  pumps  and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  chemical 
analysis  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Of  the  samples  obtained  6 were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
I unsatisfactory.  The  house  from  which  the  unsatisfactory  sample 
was  obtained  has  been  provided  with  a piped  supply  of  main  water. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  3 houses,  formerly  using  wells,  had 
been  provided  with  a piped  supply  of  main  water. 
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(ft)  Drainage. 

The  drainage  system  of  the  district  is  of  the  partly  “ combined  ” 
and  “ separate  " systems.  The  whole  of  the  Borough  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  small  area  of  Stoke  Common  and  Middle  is  sewered.  The 
sewage  purification  works  include  sludge  digestion  tanks,  from  which 
gas  is  collected  and  utilised  for  generating  electricity  to  operate  pumps 
for  lifting  the  sewage. 

Cesspools  in  the  out-lying  parts  of  the  district  are  rapidly 
being  dispensed  with  and  in  1937  the  following  drainage  work  was 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  : — 


Drains  examined  142 

Drains  cleansed  35 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  107 

Premises  drained  to  sewer 5 

Soil  pipes  or  vent  shafts  repaired  17 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  6 

Fresh  air  inlets  renewed  22 

New  gullies  provided  3 

Miscellaneous  drainage  items  50 


(c)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  greater  part  of  the  closet  accommodation  in  the  district 
is  on  the  water  carriage  system  except  in  the  outlying  areas  where 
a few  pail  closets  still  remain,  chiefly  in  the  cottages  of  agricultural 
workers.  These  dwellings  are  being  dealt  with  through  the  County 
Council  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926  and  7 were 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  1937. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 


New  W.C.  Basins  provided  loi 

W.C.  Cisterns  or  fittings  repaired  24 

W.C.  Compartments  repaired  78 

W.C.  Compartments  rebuilt  5 

W.C.  Compartments  cleansed  96 

Miscellaneous  items  51 


(d)  Bathing  Pools. 

An  open  air  bathing  pool  has  been  provided  by  the  Council 
for  the  use  of  the  public.  The  site  lies  between  two  tributaries  of  the 
river  Itchen,  the  bed  of  the  one  on  the  West,  a mill  stream,  being 
seven  feet  higher  than  the  one  on  the  East,  so  that  a continuous  flow 
of  water  is  maintained  through  the  pool.  Samples  of  water  from 
the  pool  and  river  are  analysed  at  frequent  intervals  by  the  County 
Analyst  and  colour  tests  are  carried  out  locally  by  the  staff  of  the 
Borough  Engineer. 

The  pool  is  150  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide  varying  in  depth  from 
7 feet  to  3 feet  with  necessary  dressing  boxes,  conveniences  and  stores 
and  is  supervised  during  the  summer  by  two  whole-time  attendants. 
The  pool  is  used  twice  annually  for  summer  galas. 

There  is  also  a private  bathing  pool  at  the  Pirelli-General 
Sports  Ground, 
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{e)  Public  Cleansing. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  method  of 
scavenging.  Dry  house  refuse  is  removed  weekly  in  mechanical 
vehicles  and  disposed  of  either  in  a destructor  or  controlled  tip.  The 
contents  of  earth  closets  are  collected  in  a tumbler  cart  and  disposed 
of  at  the  sewage  farm  for  filtration.  The  contents  of  cesspools  are 
collected  by  a mechanical  cesspool  emptier  and  disposed  of  at  the 
sewage  farm  or  into  a sewer. 


(/)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  houses  and  furniture  of  all  persons  re-housed  by  the  Council 
are  inspected  before  removal  to  a Council  house,  all  Council  houses 
are  inspected  prior  to  the  occupiers  vacating  them,  the  “aged  persons  “ 
bungalows  are  inspected  twice  a year  and  all  second-hand  furniture 
shops  are  inspected  each  month. 

In  most  cases  infested  rooms  and  their  contents  are  sprayed 
with  an  insecticide  but  in  some  cases  the  rooms  are  previously  fumi- 
gated with  “ Sulphume  “ (SO2).  The  walls  are  stripped  of  all  paper, 
skirting  boards,  the  architraves  of  windows  and  doors  being  removed. 
The  treatment  consists  of  three  or  more  applications  of  the  insecticide 
with  an  interval  of  about  a week  or  ten  days  between  each  application, 
the  premises  being  inspected  several  times  during  the  intervals  and 
any  necessary  action  taken. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  during  the  year  1937  the  following  work  was  carried  out  by  the 


Department  : — 

Houses  inspected  for  vermin  258 

Rooms  sprayed  for  vermin  148 

Houses  fumigated  for  vermin  i 


(g)  Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  12  factories  or  works  in  the  district  with  chimneys 
but  only  two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

7 observations  were  made  and  one  nuisance  regarding  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  was  remedied  and  another  nuisance  in  respect 
of  the  emission  of  grit  was  being  dealt  with  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


(/»)  Houses-Let-In-Lodgings. 

There  are  no  registered  houses-let-in-lodgings  within  the  Borough. 
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(i)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within  the 
Borough. 

(J)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

During  the  year  a shed  and  tent  were  erected  and  used  for 
human  habitation  in  a field  at  Barton  Peveril  but  these  have  been 
demolished  and  the  occupiers  have  left  the  district. 

(/^)  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  four  offensive  trades  carried  on  within  the  Borough 
namely  : — 

Blood  drying. 

Bone  boiling. 

Fat  extracting. 

Rag  and  bone  dealing. 

The  trades  of  blood  and  bone  boiling  and  fat  extracting  are 
established  upon  the  premises  of  the  Four  Counties  Bacon  Factory 
and  are  carried  on  ancillary  to  the  trade  of  bacon  curing.  The  factory 
is  a modern  one,  it  is  visited  four  times  at  least  each  week  and  the  work 
is  generally  carried  on  without  nuisance. 

(l)  Rats  and  Mice. 

During  the  first  7 months  of  the  year  the  provisions  of  the 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  was  enforced  by  the  County 
Council  but  on  the  15th  July,  1937,  the  Borough  Council  accepted 
delegation  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  Act  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
were  appointed  authorised  officers  under  the  Act. 

19  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  1937  and  46  visits 
were  made. 

(m)  Rag  Flock. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  where  rag  flock  is  manu- 
factured, but  there  is  one  firm  of  upholsterers  who  use  and  sell  rag 
flock. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Acts  during  the  year  and  no 
samples  were  taken. 

(«)  Shops. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  are  carried  out  both  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  Borough  Council.  The  former,  by  agreement, 
appointed  two  members  of  its  weights  and  measures  staff,  the  latter 
appointing  its  sanitary  inspectors  Shops  Acts  Officers  on  the  gth 
September,  1937. 
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The  Borough  Council  secures  compliance  with  section  lo  of 
the  Shops  Act  1934,  enforcing  the  provisions  as  to  sanitary  or  other 
arrangements  in  shops. 

{0)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

During  the  existence  of  the  Basque  Children’s  Camp  at  North 
Stoneham  constant  supervision  of  the  disposal  of  all  waste  water 
was  maintained.  A chlorinating  filter  was  constructed  at  the  lowest 
point  of  the  camp  and  all  waste  water  from  the  ablution  places  was 
passed  through  this  filter  before  draining  away  into  the  stream.  Waste 
water  from  cookhouses  and  mess  tents  was  diverted  from  ditches 
and  collected  into  sumps  from  which  it  was  pumped  into  the  cesspool 
emptier  and  taken  to  the  sewage  works.  All  drains  through  which 
the  waste  water  passed  were  treated  with  chloride  of  lime. 

(P)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  1937  the  following  inspections  were  made  by 
the  sanitary  staff  in  respect  of  : — 

Water  Suppty  40 

Drainage  158 

Stables  and  Piggeries  36 

Offensive  Trades  214 

Fried  Fish  Shops  30 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  3 

Factories  430 

Workshops  33 

Bakehouses  59 

Public  Conveniences  12 

Refuse  Collection  64 

Refuse  Disposal  28 

Rats  and  Mice  46 

Smoke  Observations  7 

Shops  12 

Interviews  179 

Overcrowding  338 

Verminous  Premises  350 

Infectious  Diseases  67 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ^ 102 


Total 


2,208 
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(q)  Number  of  Notices  Served. 

To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of 
conditions  dangerous  to  health  the  following  action  was  taken  : — 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  245 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  210 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  17 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  26 

(r)  Complaints  Received. 

During  the  3^ear  303  complaints  were  receeivd  and  attended 
to  relating  to  the  following  matters  : — 

Choked  drains  37 

Defective  drains  7 

Defective  waterclosets  24 

Offensive  smell  6 

General  housing  defects  43 

Dampness  57 

Smoke  nuisance  2 

Water  supply  3 

Dirty  premises  2 

Verminous  premises  23 

Keeping  of  animals  6 

Insect  pests  3 

Rats  and  Mice  infestation  19 

Accumulation  of  refuse  23 

Defective  dustbins  24 

Overcrowding  2 

Tents  and  Sheds  i 

Cesspools  9 

Miscellaneous  * 12 


Total  303 

(5)  Nuisances  Abated  and  Work  Done. 

During  the  year  1937  the  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  or 
work  done  either  as  a result  of  informal  or  statutory  action  is  as 
follows  : — 

i.  As  a result  of  informal  notice 5.232 

ii.  As  a result  of  Statutory  action  1.033 


Total  6,265 
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(/)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  following  tables  show  the  inspections  of  factories,  work- 
shops and  workplaces,  together  with  the  defects  found  and  remedied  : 


I.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M, 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

Want  of  drainage  of 
floors 

- 

- 

- 

Other  nuisances 

r Insufficient, 
Sanitary  unsuitable 

Accommo-<  or  defective, 
dation  Not  separ- 

l^ate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the 
Factory  and  Work- 
shop Acts  : — 

1 

1 I 

1 

I 

i 

i 

- 

Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  bake- 

houses (S.ioi) 

1 

. 

. 

_ 

Other  Offences  i 

! - 

- 

- 

- 

Excluding  offences  re- 
lating to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  i 
Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  of  the  ^ 
Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Work- 
shops (Transfer  or 
Powers)  Order,  1921) 

/ 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

I 

I 

- 

- 

2.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

1 Written 
Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factor}/ 
Laundries) 

462 

I 

- 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries) 

60 

I 

- 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ Premises) 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

522 

2 

- 

3.  Out-work  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108. 


Nature  of  Work. 

1 

1 

Notices  ; 

Instances 

served  i 

Prosecutions 

Nil  

- 

- - ! 

- 

Total 

- 

- 

During  the  year  no  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  referring  to  defects  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 
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SECTION  IV. 

HOUSING. 

Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

T otal. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(ii) .  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

(iii) .  By  other  bodies  and  persons  248 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1) .  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  319 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,819 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  1925  and  1932  192 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,490 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unht  for  human  habitation 18 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
ht  for  human  habitation  174 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  128 


i8 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  20 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  i 

(c)  Outstanding  at  31st  December,  1937  3 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  i 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  i 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  an  undertaking  was  accepted  from 

the  owners  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  were  determined  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  3 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  i 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  i 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  6 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  i 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  12 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  The  remaining  case  of  overcrowding  is  being 

re-housed  by  the  Local  Authority  

6.  HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  Individually  Unfit  Houses. 

Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  Housing  Act  for  securing 
the  repair  of  working  class  houses.  During  the  year  under 
review  10  statutory  notices  were  served  under  Section  9, 
Housing  Act,  1936.  9 notices  were  complied  with  by  the  owners 
and  in  i case  it  was  necessary  for  the  Corporation  to  carry 
out  the  work  themselves  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  owner 
to  do  so.  The  total  cost  of  the  work  done  in  default  amounted 
to  £30  14s.  id.  Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  owners 
of  property  to  carry  out  repairs  themselves  and  only  as  a last 
resort  do  the  Corporation  step  in  and  do  the  work.  During 
the  year  1937  a considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Staff,  details  of  which 
appear  in  the  following  table  : — 
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DETAILS  OF  HOUSING  REPAIRS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 

YEAR,  1937. 


Nature  of  Repairs. 

Number  completed  after 

Informal 

Notice. 

Statutory 

Notice. 

Housing. 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

II7 

26 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed  

80 

4 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  

93 

19 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  

88 

20 

External  walls  repaired  or  renewed 

102 

24 

Window  and  door  sills  repaired  or  renewed 

204 

48 

Dampness  abated  : — 

I.  Waterproofing  of  internal  walls  

119 

35 

2.  Damp-proof  courses  provided 

3 

3 

3.  Wall  cavities  cleaned  out 

40 

1 8 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided 

81 

20 

Through  ventilation  provided 

2 

1 Nil 

Permanent  ventilation  provided 

15 

4 

Yard  or  passage  surface  repaired  or  paved 

97 

25 

Wall  plaster  repaired 

260 

84 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired 

104 

24 

Walls  cleansed  or  re-decorated 

634 

III 

Ceilings  cleansed  or  re-decorated 

621 

94 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

241 

85 

Sash  cords  provided 

174 

35 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

280 

54 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

225  i 

51 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed 

39  I 

8 

Fire-grates  or  ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

113 

22 

New  sinks  provided  

79  - 

14 

New  sink  waste  pipes  provided 

93 

21 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  

54 

II 

Wash-houses  repaired  or  rebuilt 

Nil 

I 

Food  store  repaired  or  cleansed 

61  j 

5 

Ventilated  and  lighted  food  stores  provided 

5 i 

3 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  

31  1 

6 

Hearths  repaired  or  renewed  

57  i 

II 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  

152  1 

Nil 

Miscellaneous  housing  items  

223  1 

37 

Total 

4487 

913 
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SECTION  V. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(A.)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

(1)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and 
Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  district  on  the  31st  December,  1937  : 


No.  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers  27 

No.  of  premises  used  as  cowsheds  52 

No.  of  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retailers  of  milk  7 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  dairymen,  with  dairies  39 

No.  of  shops  selling  sealed  bottled  milk  only  42 

No.  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  including  dairymen 69 

During  1937  the  following  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  premises  : 

Cowsheds  34 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  19 

Total  53 

(2).  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


During  the  year  two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  forwarded 
to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli. 

Both  samples  gave  a negative  result. 

(3).  Graded  Milk. 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  during  the  year  : — 
Licence  to  produce  “ Accredited  ” milk  (issued  by 


the  County  Council)  5 

Licence  to  bottle  and  retail  “ Accredited  ” milk  i 

Licence  to  pasteurise  milk  2 


During  the  year  1937  19  samples  of  “ Pasteurised  " milk  were 
taken  and  forwarded  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Of  the  19  samples  obtained  15  were  up  to  the  prescribed  standard 
and  4 below  such  standard.  All  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
below  the  prescribed  standard  as  regards  the  “ Phosphatase  ” test. 

6 of  the  19  samples  were  examined  for  bacterial  count  and  all 
were  found  to  be  up  to  the  prescribed  standard. 
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(B.)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

(1)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  work  of  meat  and  food  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the 
sanitary  staff  and  the  following  summary  shows  the  work  done  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  during  the  year  1937  : — 


No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses,  etc.  1.769 

No.  of  carcasses  examined  : — 

Bulls  Nil 

Bullocks  1 16 

Cows  Nil 

Heifers  50 

Calves  263 

429 

Sheep  1.309 

Swine  29,254 


Total  30,992 


As  a result  of  these  inspections  various  diseased  or  unsound 
conditions  were  discovered  as  detailed  in  the  following  tables.  The 
amount  of  tuberculosis  met  with  is  shown  in  Table  i and  other  diseased 
conditions  in  Table  2.  Table  3 shows  the  amount  of  meat  dealt 
with  on  account  of  decomposition. 


TABLE  1.  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS. 


1 

Portion  dealt  with 

Bovines 

Pigs 

Totals 
Bovines  and 
Pigs 

Entire  carcase  and  all  ' 
organs 

50 

50 

Heads 

- 

1968 

1968 

Lungs 

- 

3 

3 

Livers 

- 

23 

23 

Mesenteries 

- 

277 

277 

Plucks 

- 

275 

275 

Totals 

_ 

. 2596 

2596 

23 


TABLE  2.  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 
FOUND  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS. 


Diseases  found  in  Pigs 

Whole 

Carcases 

^ ^ 

Fore-  , Hind- 
Lungs  ; quarters  j quarters 

! 1 

lbs. 

Livers  ' Meat 

Asphyxiation 

I 

- ' — 

Abscesses 

6 

- i 3 i 3 

63 

Cirrhosis 

- 

24  1 

Congestion 

4 

3 ! - 

- 1 78 

Emaciation 

I 

- - ; - 

Erysipelas 

I 

: - I 

- 

Jaundice 

5 

! 

Oedema 

I 

_ 1 _ j _ 

- - 

Pneumonia 

43 

- ! - 

Septicaemia 

3 

- 1 - 1 - 

Total 

65 

3 ! 3 3 

M 

H 

Tl- 

TABLE  3.  DECOMPOSITION  OF  MEAT. 


Quantity  dealt  with 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Beef  

40 

Lamb  

57 

Pork  

23 

Total 

120 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  also  found  to  be  unsound  and  were 
destroyed  : 

10  chickens. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  seize  formally  any  meat  during  the 
year  and  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 


(2).  Shops. 

There  are  29  butchers’  shops  in  the  district  which  are  inspected 
about  twice  a week. 

There  are  15  bakehouses  in  the  district  which  are  frequently 
inspected.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 
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(3) .  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  8 private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  all  subject 
to  an  annual  licence.  There  is  no  Public  Slaughterhouse. 

(4) .  Adulteration. 

Table  4 shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  samples  of  food 
and  drugs  obtained  in  the  Borough  by  the  County  Council  during 
the  year  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 


TABLE  4. 


Article 

Genuine 

Unsatisfactory 

Butter  

2 

Nil 

Camphorated  Oil  

I 1 

Nil 

Cheese 

I 

Nil 

Corned  Beef 

I 

Nil 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

I i 

i Nil 

Force 

I 1 

Nil 

Gin 

2 

Nil 

Lard 

I 

Nil 

Margarine 

I 

Nil 

Tinned  Milk 

I 

Nil 

New  Milk 

20 

Nil 

Sardines 

I 

Nil 

Sausage  

3 

Nil 

Tea 

I 

Nil 

Whiskey 

4 

Nil 

Total 

41 

1 Nil 
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SECTION  VI. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(1) .  Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  I received  notification  of  47  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  4 of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Spanish  Refugee  Camp  and 
were  admitted  to  the  Southampton  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  the 
remainder,  42  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital 
and  one  was  isolated  at  home. 

(2) .  Diphtheria. 

7 cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  One 
of  the  cases  was  a Spanish  Refugee  who  was  admitted  to  the  South- 
ampton Isolation  Hospital,  5 cases  were  admitted  to  the  Borough 
Hospital  and  i was  treated  at  home. 

(3) .  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

2 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  from  the  Spanish  Refugee 
Camp,  both  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Southampton  Isolation 
Hospital. 

I case  of  Paratyphoid  was  also  notified,  the  diagnosis  of  which 
was  not  confirmed. 

(4) .  Pneumonia. 

16  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  5 of  which 
were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

(5) .  Examination  of  Bacteriological  Specimens. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  free  of  charge  by 
the  County  Authorities  and  full  advantage  is  taken  of  these  facilities. 

(6) .  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Verminous  Persons. 

No  public  facilities  exist  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons. 
Verminous  clothes,  bedding,  etc.,  are  disinfested  with  an  insecticide. 
Houses  and  rooms  are  either  disinfested  with  sulphur  or  sprayed  with 
a liquid  insecticide. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

1 Total  Ca.ses 
Notified. 

Cases  admit’d 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

46 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

, 7 

6 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

12 

9 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

i6 

5 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

2 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

AGE  GROUP. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

Under 

I year 

I 

1 '-2 

3 

! 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

4 

6 

3 

5 

21 

4 

_ 

I 

1 

2 

I 

_ 

Diphtheria 

- 

I - 

3 

3 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

t - 

4 

4 

4 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

! - 

- 

- 

2 

I 

2 

- 

4 

6 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Typhoid  Fever 
Ophthalmia  Neon- 

_  1 

i 

j 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

atorum 

3 

- 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Dea 

,ths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulm’ry. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulm’ry. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

T 

T 

1 

5 

— 

I 

I 

1. 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  

- 

2 

2 

I 

I 

2 

- 

- 

25  

6 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

35  

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

I 

- 

- 

45  

3 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

55  

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

65  upwards  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

Total  

II 

8 

3 

3 

5 

i 

7 

- 

- 

Note. — One  death  was  that  of  a Spanish  Refugee  Girl. 
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BOROUGH  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  and  dis- 
charges to  the  hospital  for  the  year  1937  : — 


Scajlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

j Scabies 

j Erysipelas 

Laryngismus  Stridulus 

Stomatitis 

Pertussis 

Tonsillitis 

j Suspected  Paratyphoid 

Measles 

In  Hospital, 

I /I  /37  

17 

i 

Admitted  

42 

5 

- 

- 

9 

I 

1 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Discharged 

57 

3 

- 

9 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Died 

In  Hospital 
31  /12  /37 

2 

2 

1 

The  greatest  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  on  any  one 
day  was  19  and  the  smallest  2,  the  average  number  being  7. 

The  two  cases  of  Measles  were  admitted  from  the  Spanish  Refugee 

Camp. 
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SPANISH  REFUGEE  CAMP,  NORTH  STONEHAM. 


An  event  which  occurred  during  May  was  the  establishment  of  a 
Spanish  Refugee  Camp  at  North  Stoneham,  This  camp  caused  a great 
deal  of  extra  work  to  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Department,  and  a 
very  great  risk  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough 
was  threatened,  as  ca^es  of  typhoid  fever  were  among  the  4,000 
children  on  the  boat. 

These  refugees  were  brought  over  by  the  National  Joint 
Committee  for  Spanish  Relief,  a body  who  were  actuated  by  the 
highest  motives  but  apparently  slow  to  appreciate  the  magnitude 
of  the  task  which  they  had  undertaken. 

To  begin  with  they  were  ill  advised  in  the  choice  of  the  camp 
site  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  they  did  not  approach  the  Local 
Authority,  who  were  unaware  of  the  proposed  camp  until  the  work 
had  started,  and  from  the  first  I viewed  this  vast  encampment  with 
misgivings  when  I thought  that  4,000  children — not  trained  men — 
but  children,  were  to  inhabit  it  and  that  it  was  to  be  run  on  voluntary 
labour. 


THE  CAMP. 

The  site  of  the  camp,  which  was  described  in  the  Press  as  “ An 
ideal  one  for  the  purpose,"  was  a thirty  acre  field  in  Chestnut  Avenue, 
North  Stoneham.  One-third  of  the  field  was  marshy,  definitely 
unsuitable  as  a camping  ground  and  in  consequence  was  never  used. 
The  rest  with  the  exception  of  a few  square  yards  of  gravel  was  clay 
with  a surface  water  ditch  which  drained  into  a small  stream  where 
the  Eastleigh  children  play  during  the  summer  months. 

The  tents  were  erected  on  either  side  of  the  ditch  in  three  large 
groups  of  approximately  200,  100  and  150,  the  former  group  being 
on  the  west  side  of  the  ditch,  the  two  latter  on  the  east  side,  the  camp 
being  divided  into  three  divisions  representing  different  religions  or 
political  persuasions. 

The  camp  had  been  erected  by  the  voluntary  labour  of  helpers 
who  must  have  worked  very  hard.  Unfortunately  their  skill  and 
knowledge  was  not  equal  to  their  ardour. 

The  camp  was  originally  constructed  to  receive  2,000  children 
and  then  had  to  be  hurriedly  enlarged  to  receive  4,000. 

The  tents  were  erected  in  straight  lines  irrespective  of  whether 
they  stood  in  a depression  or  not,  no  attempt  was  made  to  trench  the 
tents  and  when  this  omission  was  pointed  out  to  the  Camp  Authorities 
some  half  hearted  and  totally  inadequate  attempts  were  made  from 
time  to  time. 
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The  night  the  children  arrived  a thunderstorm  broke  over  the 
camp  and  storm  water  gained  access  to  many  of  the  tents.  The 
following  morning  was  bright  and  sunny  but  no  attempt  was  made  to 
open  up  the  tents  or  air  the  bedding,  much  of  which  was  damp. 

When  the  children  arrived  there  was  no  accommodation  for 
the  sick  or  for  isolation  of  suspicious  cases  and  no  arrangements  for 
lighting  the  camp  at  night,  defects  which  had  to  be  remedied  later. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  camp  was  administered  by  a staff  of  voluntary  workers 
which  was  constantly  changing  and  during  the  four  months  the  camp 
was  in  existence  there  arrived  and  departed  5 Administrators,  3 Deputy 
Administrators,  3 Quartermasters  and  many  other  minor  Officials. 

These  constant  changes  increased  the  many  difficulties  of  the 
situation  considerably,  as  no  settled  policy  could  be  arranged  with 
the  Camp  Authorities. 

Information  was  difficult  to  obtain  and  when  it  was  obtained 
often  proved  to  be  very  unreliable. 

In  important  matters  such  as  Sanitation  and  Drainage,  the 
Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  found  themselves  compelled  to  assume 
the  responsibility,  which  they  maintained  to  the  end. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Sanitary  Squad,  cooks  and  three  or 
four  odd  job-men,  the  manual  workers  of  the  camp,  which  at  one  time 
could  be  numbered  by  the  hundred,  were  voluntary  and  many  of  these 
volunteers  did  some  excellent  work.  The  Administration  were 
advised  to  issue  passes  to  a limited  number  of  these  people  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  head  of  the  department  in  which  they  worked, 
but  this  plan  failed  owing  to  an  over  liberal  distribution  of  passes. 

SANITARY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Latrine  accommodation  was  provided  for  the  camp  by  digging 
a series  of  parallel  trenches  in  the  ground,  the  trenches  being  separated 
and  enclosed  with  screens  of  hessian  cloth,  wooden  planks  with  holes 
cut  out  of  them  being  provided  for  seats. 

It  was  realised  that  these  refugees,  mostly  children,  some  of 
very  tender  years,  were  members  of  a nation  whose  ideas  of  sanitation 
are  not  the  same  as  ours,  but  I am  afraid  I was  not  quite  prepared 
for  the  condition  these  latrines  were  found  to  be  in,  the  day  after  the 
children  arrived. 

They  were  absolutely  unapproachable  and  as  the  day  advanced 
became  rapidly  worse.  Five  Voluntary  Workers  from  Southampton 
were  supposed  to  be  coming  to  the  Camp  each  evening  to  attend  to 
the  latrines  but  it  was  quite  obvious  to  me  that  five  men  could  not 
possibly  cleanse  the  places. 

The  Administration  were  approached  about  the  condition  of 
the  latrines  and  after  some  discussion  it  was  arranged  that  the  Borough 
Engineer  should  clean  up  the  places  and  put  them  in  a sanitary  con- 
dition providing  the  Camp  Authorities  appointed  a paid  camp  Steward 
who  would  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
who  was  to  visit  the  Camp  twice  daily. 
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This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Camp  Authorities  and  at  their  request 
Corporal  Brown,  a Territorial,  and  an  experienced  Camp  Sanitarian 
of  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Staff,  was  appointed  Camp  Steward. 

That  evening  the  Borough  Engineer  mobilised  8 lorries,  75 
Navvies  and  3 of  his  technical  Assistants  and  went  to  the  Camp.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  supervised  the  cleansing  of  the  latrines  which 
were  so  foul  that  one  of  the  men  vomited.  There  was  no  suitable 
disinfectant  obtainable  in  the  Camp  and  some  Chloride  of  Lime  had 
to  be  obtained  from  a Local  Store. 

The  latrines  were  cleansed  by  10  p.m.  that  evening  but  when 
I visited  the  camp  the  following  morning  they  were  almost  as  bad 
as  they  had  been  the  previous  evening  and  the  habits  of  the  children 
rendered  any  improvement  impossible.  I could  obtain  no  help  from 
the  voluntary  helpers  and  asked  the  Camp  Authority  to  provide  a paid 
Sanitary  Squad.  This  was  done  and  a man  was  posted  on  each  latrine 
and  remained  in  constant  attention.  That  evening  the  Borough 
Engineer  mobilised  84  of  his  staff  and  removed  all  the  seats  from  the 
latrines  and  treated  the  sites  with  Chloride  of  Lime. 

From  then  on  the  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  latrines  and  affairs 
improved.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  Camp  Steward  the  children 
were  taught  to  use  the  latrines  properly,  the  latrines  being  treated 
with  Chloride  of  Lime  almost  hourly  and  instead  of  being  the  very 
serious  problem  they  were  at  first,  became  a constant  demand  for  routine 
supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  which  was  maintained 
to  the  end. 


DRAINAGE. 

The  initial  drainage  arrangements  of  the  camp  which  were 
provided  by  voluntary  workers  consisted  of  a series  of  sumps  sunk 
in  the  ground  and  filled  with  clinker.  The  ground  being  chiefly  clay, 
percolation  was  of  course  impossible  and  in  a very  short  time  the 
sumps  overflowed  and  the  ground  around  them  became  extremely 
muddy. 

Conditions  were  not  improved  by  the  large  number  of  taps 
dotted  about  the  site  which  were  turned  on  and  left  running  by  the 
children.  The  water  tap  problem  always  presented  great  difficulties 
and  many  expedients  were  tried  to  prevent  the  waste  of  water  which 
threatened  to  turn  the  camp  into  a quagmire.  Shutting  the  taps 
down  between  the  hours  of  the  ablution  parades  leaving  a tap  in  each 
compound  for  drinking  purposes  was  tried  but  this  met  with  disaster 
as  the  baffled  children  showed  their  displeasure  by  breaking  the  taps 
with  sticks.  Taps  which  required  a key  to  operate  them  were  then 
tried  but  the  children  fashioned  keys  out  of  tent  pegs,  turned  the  taps 
on  and  left  them. 

Control  over  the  taps  was  never  attained  but  the  waste  of  water 
was  reduced  to  a minimum  by  the  removal  of  a tap  here  and  there 
until  the  minimum  number  essential  for  the  use  of  the  camp  was  reached. 
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The  drainage  arrangements  of  the  Camp  were  reconstructed 
by  the  Borough  Engineer  with  a party  of  84  volunteers  from  his  staff 
who  worked  in  the  evenings.  The  sumps  were  scrapped  and  all 
waste  water  was  drained  into  the  surface  water  ditch  which  ran  through 
the  centre  of  the  Camp.  At  the  lowest  point  of  the  ditch  a filter 
bed  of  Clinker  and  Chloride  of  Lime  was  constructed,  the  bed  being 
dosed  at  intervals  with  Chloride  of  Lime.  The  water  pipe  line  was 
re-run  over  the  ditch  and  when  the  taps  were  turned  on  the  water 
ran  away  through  the  ditch  to  the  filter  bed.  This  solved  the  problem 
of  disposing  of  all  waste  water  and  prevented  the  camp  from  being 
turned  into  a quagmire. 

The  refuse  water  from  the  Cook-houses,  washing  up  places 
and  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  collected  into  big  cesspools  sunk  in 
the  clay  the  sumps  being  emptied  daily  by  the  Corporation’s  Cesspool 
emptier  and  discharged  into  the  Sewage  Works. 

The  daily  inspection  of  the  filter  bed,  drain  and  cesspools 
became  a necessary  daily  routine  and  the  drains  had  to  be  kept  under 
constant  supervision  or  the  children  would  dam  them  up  with  turf 
and  paddle  in  the  flooded  drain,  and  at  one  time  one  man  was  employed 
exclusively  on  keeping  the  drain  free  from  such  obstructions. 


FOOD  STORE  AND  PREPARATION. 

The  Cooking  arrangements  of  the  Camp  consisted  of  a number 
of  portable  cooking  ranges  and  boilers,  situated  along  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  camp  in  two  sections,  enclosed  with  screens  of  hessian 
cloth. 

A trench  was  dug  across  the  back  of  the  enclosures  to  form  a 
drain  and  a number  of  taps  were  erected  over  the  trench. 

After  the  second  day  the  trench  became  a ditch  filled  with 
refuse  water  which  remained  stagnant  and  overflowed  on  to  the  Cook- 
house floors  until  the  contents  of  the  trench  was  turned  into  a surface 
water  ditch  alongside  the  road  outside  the  camp. 

This  arrangement  was  scrapped  by  my  instructions,  the 
trench  filled  in  and  a cesspool  provided  for  the  refuse  water.  Several 
of  the  superfluous  taps  were  removed  and  the  floor  was  spread  with 
clinker  which  was  supplied,  carted  and  laid  by  the  Local  Authority. 

All  food  in  the  Cookhouses  was  removed  to  the  food  storage 
tent,  a procedure  which  aroused  some  opposition  from  the  Cooks,  who 
maintained  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a certain  amount  of  food 
such  as  sugar,  meat,  milk,  etc.,  in  the  Cookhouses  for  the  preparation 
of  meals,  but  when  I discovered  a bath  of  sugar  covered  with  a film  of 
soot  under  a bloodstained  dishcloth  and  a bath  of  flyblown  meat  bones 
covered  with  a woman’s  vest,  on  which  the  perspiration  marks  could 
be  plainly  seen,  and  churns  of  milk  standing  in  the  sun  with  children 
dipping  dirty  mugs  and  grubby  hands  into  the  milk,  which  I found  upon 
examination  to  contain  submerged  mugs  and  floating  grass,  I decided 
otherwise. 

The  food  storage  tents  were  Marquees  situated  near  the  Cook- 
houses. 
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During  the  early  days  the  floor  of  one  of  the  tents  had  been 
trampled  into  mud  into  which  had  been  trodden  rotten  oranges,  onion 
peelings,  bread  and  other  food  residues.  The  tent  walls  were  not 
opened  up  and  the  heat  inside  the  tent  was  almost  unbearable. 

I had  the  place  cleaned  out  and  a wooden  floor  of  scaffold  boards 
provided,  the  tent  walls  were  rolled  back  for  ventilation  and  I insisted 
upon  all  food  being  covered.  This  did  not  appeal  to  the  people  in 
charge  of  the  tent  who  complained  that  the  walls  of  the  tent  should 
be  kept  closed  owing  to  the  thieving  habits  of  the  children.  This 
was  overcome  by  the  provision  of  a boy  who,  armed  with  a staff, 
patrolled  the  tent  and  kept  out  his  marauding  compatriots. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  Cookhouses  and  Food 
Storage  Tents  then  became  a daily  routine  and  very  little  trouble 
was  experienced  in  keeping  these  places  in  a sanitary  condition.  The 
men  eventually  placed  in  charge  of  them  seemed  to  take  a pride  in  keep- 
ing their  tents  clean.  Muslin  cloths  were  placed  over  all  food  which 
was  stored  in  trays  and  at  no  time  was  there  serious  trouble  from 
flies. 


At  a latter  period  in  the  camp  a Cookhouse  for  the  Camp  Staff 
was  established  and  constant  trouble  was  experienced  with  the  staff 
over  fly  infestation  and  disposal  of  refuse  water  and  eventually  it  was 
closed  down. 


SCAVENGING. 

Another  problem  which  provided  me  with  much  trouble  and 
anxiety  was  the  scavenging  of  the  camp.  Three  incinerators  were 
erected  in  the  Camp  with  material  provided  by  the  Borough  Engineer 
and  the  Camp  Authorities  were  asked  to  provide  paid  scavengers  but 
this  suggestion  was  not  adopted  on  the  grounds  that  the  children 
could  pick  up  the  litter.  As  the  Camp  Authorities  had  not  the  slightest 
control  over  the  children  this  was  never  properly  done  and  the  gener- 
ally untidy  and  littered  appearance  of  the  Camp  was  a feature  which 
very  few  visitors  failed  to  remark  upon.  One  attempt  to  properly 
scavenge  the  camp  was  made  but  it  soon  petered  out  and  on  more 
than  one  occasion  a large  ditch  in  the  camp  had  been  filled  with  so  much 
refuse  that  we  had  to  step  in  and  fire  the  ditch  from  end  to  end. 

Litter,  however,  was  not  the  chief  scavenging  problem.  It  was 
the  faecal  deposits  with  which  I was  chiefly  concerned  and  from  the 
commencement  of  the  camp  until  a few  days  before  it  closed  I experi- 
enced the  utmost  difficulty  in  impressing  upon  the  Camp  Authorities 
the  importance  of  the  daily  removal  of  these  deposits.  My  insistence 
upon  the  camp  being  kept  free  of  faecal  matter  was  often  the  cause 
of  discussion  between  the  Camp  Administrator  and  myself  until  the 
nth  of  September  when  a man  who  had  been  working  at  the  camp 
since  the  30th  of  May  was  found  to  be  a typhoid  carrier  and  was  re- 
moved to  Hospital.  After  this  date  I experienced  no  more  trouble 
in  the  cleansing  of  the  camp. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Two  cases  of  suspected  Typhoid  Fever  were  taken  off  the  boat 
and  sent  direct  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Southampton  but  I was  not 
informed  of  this  until  the  3rd  day  after  the  children  arrived  when  I 
had  occasion  to  make  enquiries  concerning  a third  case  which  had  been 
isolated  in  the  camp  pending  its  removal  to  Southampton.  There 
was  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Camp  at  this  time  and  the  patifent 
was  put  into  a tent  in  the  Girl  Guides  section  of  the  camp  as  the  Camp 
Medical  Officer  realised  that  this  was  the  only  place  where  the  child 
could  be  properly  isolated. 

The  camp  was  crowded  with  people  from  many  parts  of  the 
County  at  the  time  and  I called  a conference  with  the  Deputy  Chief 
Constable  and  the  Borough  Engineer  and  it  was  arranged  to  close  the 
road  to  the  camp  to  all  except  persons  who  had  business  in  the  camp. 

The  Camp  Authorities  were  asked  to  exclude  from  the  camp  all 
persons  except  voluntary  helpers  who  were  needed  to  run  the  camp, 
who  could  be  given  a daily  pass,  but  this  was  not  done  properly  and  by 
mid-day  on  Monday,  the  30th  May,  640  passes  had  already  been  issued 
to  people,  not  all  of  whom  appeared  to  carry  their  weight. 

The  Camp  Medical  Officer  asked  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
construct  an  Isolation  Hospital,,  which  we  did,  providing  a portable 
incinerator,  constructing  the  latrines  and  digging  a cesspool,  the  tents 
and  fencing  being  erected  by  voluntary  workers  under  our  super- 
vision. 

A further  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  discovered  on  the  31st  May 
and  a rumour  on  the  2nd  of  June  that  the  whole  of  the  Camp  had  been 
placed  in  quarantine  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  helped  me  considerably, 
as  it  scared  away  a large  number  of  the  voluntary  helpers.  On  the 
6th  of  June  the  Camp  Medical  Officer  told  me  he  intended  to  innoculate 
all  the  children  and  I agreed  that  although  it  was  a very  bold  thing  to 
do  it  was  the  wisest  under  the  circumstances. 

In  all  there  were  5 cases  of  typhoid,  22  of  measles,  5 of  scarlet 
fever  and  i of  diphtheria.  70  cases  of  scabies  occurred  and  this  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  considering  the  want  of  control  over  the  children 
generally.  It  would  have  been  much  worse  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
work  of  some  ladies  who  devoted  their  time  to  ridding  the  children  of 
vermin. 

The  Measles  cases  were  isolated  at  Moor  Hill,  West  End,  and  the 
other  infectious  diseases  were  treated  at  Southampton’s  Isolation 
Hospital  as  our  own  accommodation  is  limited. 

The  disinfection  of  the  tents,  blankets,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in 
our  own  disinfector. 


CONCLUSION. 

I should  like  to  mention  the  valuable  services  given  to  the 
camp  by  some  of  the  voluntary  workers  who  worked  very  hard  indeed, 
to  the  purveyors  of  food  and  milk  who  helped  me  considerably  in  my 
efforts  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  and  to  the  ’bus  company 
who  disinfected  their  conveyances  after  the  children  had  used  them. 
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When  I look  back  and  think  of  the  danger  we  were  in  I wonder 
how  we  escaped  and  I cannot  speak  too  highty  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
]\Ir.  James,  who  inspected  the  camp  two  and  three  times  daily,  early 
in  the  morning  and  late  at  night  and  always  accompanied  me  on  my 
daily  inspections  and  also  of  the  drainage  schemes  of  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Squad,  for  without  their  help 
the  success  of  my  efforts  would  have  been  very  doubtful  and  I am  quite 
sure  that  the  satisfactory  results  of  our  efforts  was  to  a great  extent  due 
to  the  steps  taken  before  I even  suspected  the  presence  of  typhoid  in 
the  camp. 

The  efficacy  of  the  work  we  did  can  be  appreciated  when  I say 
that  at  no  time  was  the  camp  troubled  with  any  flies  except  in  the 
cases  of  the  Model  Camp  and  the  Staff  Cookhouse,  representing  two 
unsuccessful  experiments  of  the  Camp  Authorities  which  had  to  be 
abandoned. 

A constant  worry  to  me  was  the  free  contact  of  children  from 
the  camp  with  those  outside  and  although  we  were  able  to  exclude 
English  children  from  the  camp  the  camp  authorities  could  not  pre- 
vent the  refugees  from  breaking  camp  and  associating  with  the  local 
children  in  the  recreation  ground  and  streets. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  valued  advice 
and  guidance  I received  from  the  Officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
particularly  from  Dr.  Craig. 


